
Camden Historic Resources Committee 
Minutes 

Tuesday, May 9, 2017 – Washington Street Conference Room 
Call to Order: 4:01pm 
Members Present: Pat Skaling (RM), Judy McGuirk (RM), Rosalee Glass (RM), Elinor Klivans (RM), Beedy 
Parker (ALT) 
Volunteer: Susan Snead 
 
Secretary’s Report/ Review of Minutes: Under Other Historic Properties/Districts, change Elinor Klivans to 
Beedy Parker. Minutes approved as corrected. 
 
Chair’s Report: Pat Skaling – See below 
 
Select Board Liaison’s and/or Town Manager’s Report: No report. 
 
HRC GOALS/OLD BUSINESS 
 
Stewardship 
     Archives: Rosalee Glass, Susan Snead – Rosalee suggested we meet at the History Center for our June 13th 

     meeting.  This is an opportunity for all of us, including our regular visitors, to see the archives gathered by  
     members of this committee. 
 
     Village Green: Lynn Snider – After the meeting we received a message from the Garden Club telling us that 
     spring clean-up day would be held at the Village Green on Wed, May 24th. 
 
     Harbor Park and Amphitheatre: Dave Jackson – Dave’s report was emailed to members on 5/8/2017. A 
     reminder that Volunteer Day is scheduled for May 13th. 
            
    Opera House: Dave Morrison reported that nothing had been done about the condition of 
    the entry area brickwork since HRC recommend the Opera House Committee consider whether some 
    repair might be necessary back in April of 2016. Dave will look into it.  Iron urns have been painted black. 
 
Education/Recognition 
     Expanding Historic Districts Downtown: Susan Snead, Elinor Klivans – Elinor Klivans and Pat Skaling will 
     contact owners of proposed mini commercial district to see if they are interested in National Register of 
     Historic Places status.  If some or all are interested, the next step is to contact Sutherland to prepare the 
     nomination forms. 
      
     The mini district includes: 1 Main St and 6 Commercial St (Sea Dog Brewing, front and back 
     buildings; bldg. owner Matt Orne); 2 Bay View St (Swans Island; bldg. owner Stuart Smith family) and 10 
     Bay View St (Leslie Curtis Designs; bldg. owners Michael and Jennifer Askjaer).  4-6 and 8 Bay View St 
     are included as non-contributing buildings in the mini district. 
 
     HRC is looking into the possibility that 25 Bay View St could be eligible for National Register status as an  
     individual building.  The committee will provide the owners with information and eligibility forms. 



 
     Other Historic Properties/Districts: Jacobs Ave – Susan Snead will talk to a Jacobs Ave neighbor to see if it 
     can be determined if some of the houses are actually Sears kit houses.  If so, do the owners have any interest 
     in applying for National Register of Historic Places status?  HRC will help with information. 
 
     Camden Hills State Park, Including WW1 Memorial and CCC Works: Pat Skaling is looking into the Mt. 
     Battie Tower eligibility for National Register of Historic Places status.  At a later date she will meet with 
     Meg Barclay and Camden Hills State Park Director Bill Elliot to pursue this as well as an investigation 
     into the Sagamore Recreation Area history. 
 
     Forts Eaton and Jacobs research update: Pat Skaling reported that Dawna Pine is working on a news article 
     about the two forts. Rosalee told us that a 1859 map, in the town office, might help locate the forts. 
 
Policy 
     Downtown Design Team: Pat Skaling met with the Design Team to explore possibilities of working 
     together.  Signs for historic districts/buildings were discussed.  Pat will ask Susan Neves to research ways to 
     identify historic districts/buildings with signs, maps, or other methods.  What does Dave Jackson use for his 
     walking tours?  The team reported that the new street lights will be installed this summer by Public Works. 
      
NEW BUSINESS 
 
     Discussion of ideas for educational programs for the public - topics or speakers?: Judy McGuirk reported on 
     the Maine Downtown Institute program she and Pat Skaling attended in April.  One of the program 
     speakers, Portland Historic Preservation Program Manager Deb Andrews, would be a valuable resource for 
     our education about the value of our historic downtown buildings.  Judy has talked to Deb and she is willing 
     to speak to small and/or large groups in Camden.  This is something we should seriously consider. 
 
     Judy encouraged the committee to watch a talk given by Deb Andrews, similar to the one she and Pat heard 
     in April, on YouTube.      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pL9OfmuLWlY 
     If Deb spoke in Camden, she said she would tailor her program to fit our desire to educate about the value of 
     a historic preservation ordinance for Camden.  Judy, also, encouraged the committee to look at Portland’s 
     Historic Preservation website. 
                                              http://www.portlandmaine.gov/766/Historic-Preservation 
     Portland’s ordinance appears much more user friendly then the others we have researched.  
 
     Town Records: Beedy Parker received a call from Jeanne Hollingsworth about old town records that need to 
     be addressed.  Beedy will look at what is stored and report back to the committee at a future date. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 5:32pm. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE: JUNE 13, 2017, 4:00PM at Camden Library History Center.  Please read June 
agenda to make sure the meeting is at the History Center and not the Washington St. Conference Room. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy McGuirk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pL9OfmuLWlY
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